
With the support:

Towards a Community of Practice 

for Collaborative Modelling 

Eelco van Beek

August 2017



 Call for inclusive development for ensuring 
sustainable implementation of Water Management 

 Models have become important tools in Water 
Management
 Interactive, faster, better visualization

 Increased complexity and data requirements

 Difficult to engage stakeholders in model development. 
Increased stakeholder engagement in model use.

 Stakeholders and decision makers start to question the 
models

 Needed:
 Involvement of stakeholders in modelling process

 Simple versions of models to be developed and used in 
stakeholder processes



 Academic groups on participatory modelling 

SESYNC Participatory Modelling: 32 fellows

Michigan University, Australian National University, 

University Twente, ANU, King’s College, IESP, University of 

Maryland, Karlstads universitet, United States Geological 

Survey, University of Colorado, CIRAD….

www.participatorymodeling.org



 Applied research organizations and 

Development Partners

 USACE-IWR – shared vision modelling

 Deltares – collaborative modelling

 GWP – supporting technique for network partners 



 Project preparation and implementation

 World Bank – Project preparation and implementation

 Academic Groups

 Applied research organizations: USACE-IWR, Deltares

 Development Partners: International & Local NGOs



 Outreach and Communication online platform

Knowledge exchange, and Information about Tools, 

cases, documentation, experts.

 Formal organization structure

Multi-disciplinary, different working groups

 Yearly 2-day meeting 

Knowledge Exchange & Organizational structuring

 Policy, Research and practical initiatives  

Joint programs, projects, research and publications


